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FRYER MEMORIAL LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIAN LITERATURE
15th July, 1965
Archdeacon Leo Hayes,
Catholic Presbytery,
OAKEY
Dear Father Hayes,
Thank you so much for the loan of the copy of Kendall's 
poems, which arrived yesterday. It caused considerable excitement 
here, and we have been poring over the manuscript page, studying 
that fine script. The book must be worth a great deal now.
It would be a great pleasure tc show you the Fryer Library, 
as well as to see you in Oakey. would it be possible for you to 
come out to the University on your next trip to Brisbane? We could 
meet you in the city if you would prefer it, and bring you out to 
show you the Fryer collection and have lunch with us. we have 
gradually built up a fairly good historically based collection. It 
was not intended to be a rare book collection, but judging by the 
booksellers' prices for any out-of-print Australian book today, it 
turns out to be a rare book collection after all. This is somewhat 
unfortunate, because how can the students get to know and treasure 
the Australian material unless they are allowed to read it?
We have worked out a system of limited borrowing 6f books 
published after 1940. Everything published before that date, and 
not reissued, can be read only in the Library. Our big problem
has been the very early novels before i860. Of course we have not 
been able to obtain all the books we need for the Australian Literature 
course, but have photocopies of some. Surely with the greater interest 
in Australian literature, and its introduction as a course in most 
Unive sities, we can expect to see re-editions of some of these books.
We have a copy of John Lang's "Botany Bay", but not of "The Convict's 
Wife", which is a better example of his work. Mr. Cecil Hadgraft, 
our Reader in Australian Literature, is a very scholarly editor, and 
it is hoped that through people like him more of the earlier works 
will become available to the g> neral reader. You would be amazed at 
the interest which a book like "The Broad Arrow" by Oline Keese arouses 
in those fortunate enough to read it today. We would very much like 
you to see our collection. We are proud of it, in spite of its in­
adequacies. If you would come down we would be delighted to see you.
%  husband is doing researoh on the forms of German used in 
German settlements in Queensland. If we could call on you during one 
of his field trips, perhaps in the August vacation, we would like to 
very much. Mr. Hadgraft and the poet David Rowbotham, who is on the 
English Department staff now, would also like to call on you, probably 
during the first week of the August vacation.
I am enclosing 3/2 in stamps to reimburse you for the postage 
on Kendall's Poems, and will send it back again tomorrow by registered 
mail.
With many thanks for your kindness,
Yours sinoerely,
Mrs. N. Bbnnin, 
Fryer Librarian.
